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SUBJ: EMIGRATION CASE OE EELIX ARONOVICH 

REF: LENINGRAD 193, STATE 032479 

1. POLOEE VISITED FELIX ARONOVICH EVENING OE EEBRUARY 12 
EOR UPDATE ON HIS CASE. SITUATION IS AS EOLLOWS. 

2. ARONOVICH CALLED ON LENINGRAD OVIR CHILE 
EEBRUARY 1 1 TO DISCUSS HIS CASE IN LIGHT OE REMARKS 
BY CHERNOV, DIPLOMATIC AGENCY, REPORTED OUR 193. 
ARONOVICH ASKED OVIR IF THERE HAD BEEN POSITIVE DECISION 
IN HIS CASE AND RECEIVED NEGATIVE REPLY. HE THEN 
ASKED IF HE COULD EXPECT POSITIVE REPLY (CHERNOV'S 
ASSURANCES OE JANUARY 30) AND OVIR RESPONDED THAT "ONE 
CANNOT EXPECT IT." HOWEVER, OVIR REERAINED FROM 
ISSUING FORMAL REFUSAL AND ACCEPTED WITHOUT COMMENT 
ARONOVICH'S WRITTEN STATEMENT WHICH EXPRESSES HIS 
INTENTION TO REUNITE WITH HIS EAMILY IN THE U.S. RATHER 
THAN GO TO ISRAEL, ON THE WHOLE, OVIR GAVE ARONOVICH 
THE IMPRESSION THAT HIS CASE STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION, 
ALTHOUGH OVIR WAS CAREFUL NOT TO GIVE ANY CONCRETE 
ENCOURAGEMENT. 
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3. ARONOVICH CALLED CHERNOV LATER ON EEBRUARY 1 1 
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AND RELATED OUTCOME OE HIS VISIT TO OVIR, ASKING CHERNOV 
HOW THIS SQUARED WITH CHERNOV'S STATEMENT THAT HE COULD 
EXPECT A POSITIVE REPLY. ARONOVICH SAID THAT HE STILL 
WISHED TO VISIT CONGEN TO DISCUSS HIS CASE IE THERE WAS 
NO REASON TO EXPECT EAVORABLE OVIR ACTION. CHERNOV 
REMARKED THAT EMIGRATION CASES CANNOT BE DECIDED IMMEDIATELY, 
SAID THAT CASE STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION, AND ASKED 
ARONOVICH TO CALL HIM AGAIN ON MONDAY, EEBRUARY 16. 

CHERNOV THEN REITERATED THAT THERE WAS NO REASON EOR 
ARONOVICH TO VISIT CONGEN EOR NOTARIAL SERVICE, ALTHOUGH 
EELIX POINTED OUT TO CHERNOV THAT SOVIET CONSULAR 
OEFICIALS ARE EMPOWERED TO PEREORM NOTARIAL SERVICES 
AT SOVIET DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR ESTABLISHMENTS. QUESTION 
OE VISIT TO CONGEN WAS LEFT PENDING SUBJECT TO CHERNOV'S 
EURTHER INEORMATION ON CASE WHEN ARONOVICH CALLS HIM 
AGAIN ON MONDAY. 

4. COMMENT: CONGEN WILL CONTINUE TO HOLD EIRE ON 
DIPLOMATIC AGENCY'S RATHER ODD INVOLVEMENT IN CASE 
UNTIL ARONOVICH AGAIN CONTACTS CHERNOV ON MONDAY. WE 
EIND CHERNOV'S ROLE MOST UNUSUAL AND IT IS EIRST 
INSTANCE TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THAT DIPLOMATIC AGENCY HAS 
PLAYED SELE-ADOPTED ROLE OE WOULD-BE HONEST BROKER 
BETWEEN REEUSENIK, OVIR, AND CONGEN. WHILE CONGEN 
WELCOMES ANY GENUINE POSITIVE ROLE THAT DIPLOMATIC AGENCY 
CAN, IN FACT, PLAY, OUR DISPLEASURE WILL BE COMPOUNDED 

IE CHERNOV'S INVOLVEMENT IS SIMPLY DELAYING TACTIC WHICH 
IS DESIGNED TO KEEP ARONOVICH AWAY FROM CONGEN WHILE HE 
REMAINS IN CONTINUED REEUSENIK STATUS. IRONY, OE COURSE, 

IS EACT THAT DENIAL OE ARONOVICH'S ASSESS TO CONGEN IS 
NOT ALL ALL PREVENTING HIS CONTACT WITH CONGEN OEFICER. 

5. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ARONOVICH'S MOTHER, MRS. LYUBOV 
DENINTSEN, IS CALLING HIM ON SUNDAY, EEBRUARY 15, TO 

SEE WHERE THINGS STAND. IE SHE AGAIN CONTACTS DEPARTMENT, 

PLEASE ASSURE HER THAT SON IS WELL AND DETERMINED TO 
SEE WHERE PRESENT INTERPLAY OP CIRCUMSTANCES WILL LEAD. 

NEUBERT 
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